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BEAVER CHAPTER PORTLAND, OREGON
The beaver Chapter is a non-profit organization dedicated
to the restoration and preservation of the Model A Ford
automobile. Membership is open to all people with a
sincere interest. Members will be asked to volunteer a
minimum of three hours annually to fill the club duty roster
of the Portland Swap Meet.
Meetings: The third Wednesday of each month except
December, 7:30PM at the Clackamas Community Center,
15711 SE 90th, Clackamas, OR 97015
The Beaver Chapter memberships commence on January
1st or on the date paid and expires on December 31st.
New
New memberships received after November 1st are valid for the following year. Beaver Chapter
dues are $10.00 for a member plus $1.00 for a spouse member.
Make check payable to Beaver Chapter, submit membership application to the
Membership Coordinator at the meetings or send them to Dale Fiedler, PO Box 428
Sandy, OR 97055.
By-laws Article III, Section 2 states: “Membership in the national club (MAFCA) shall be a
prerequisite for all active members of the Beaver Chapter.”
MAFCA dues are $40.00. Mail to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress Ave., La Habra, CA 90631.

CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2016

President: Richard Starkweather 503.327.1252
Vice President: Mike Worthington 503.788.5965
Secretary: Patricia Fiedler 5 3.407.6163
Treasurer: Amanda Uthe 306.907.2544
Member at Large: Ted Downs 503.657.7364
Editor: Jeanie Adair 503.655.3189
Membership Coordinator: Dale Fiedler 503.407.5628
Sergeant at Arms: Jim VanLente 503.638.5243
Past President: Ray Horton 503.333.5766

CLUB REPRESENTATIVES FOR 2016

NW Regional Group: David Adair and Pam McClaflin; Portland Swap Meet: Dick Thornes and Mike
Worthington; Historian: Patty Brost; Sunshine: Eileen Ross; Raffle Prizes: Lori Symank;
Refreshments: Mary McConnell; MAFCA Chapter News: Bill Henderson.
Articles and contributions for the newsletter is encouraged and will be used as space and time
permits. The deadline is the fourth Wednesday of each month. Correspondence should be sent
directly to the Editor: jadadaja@msn.com or mailed to 895 Hazelwood Dr. Oregon City, OR 97045.
Other newsletters may reprint article as long as credit is given to the author and The Ahoooga

News.

Beaver Chapter Web Site: http://beaverchapter.shutterfly.com/
Sergeant at Arms: Jim VanLente 503.638.5243
da
Past-President: Ray Horton 503.333.5766
REFRESHMENTS: October - Cathy Smiley & Chris Irwin.
November - It’s Pie Month, everyone bring a pie to share;
Marlynne Pugsley will be in charge in the kitchen.
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Presidents Column
Autumn is starting as we can see the leaves
turning color and falling to the ground.
Shorter daylight, increasing rain, and colder
temperatures lead into winter. It is somewhat sad to leave summer behind, as we
have had an active summer in our Club.
However, we still have autumn tours
planned; October 23rd Pat Brost Covered
Bridge Tour, and October 29th Fall Scenic
Countryside Tour. These events will take us
through some amazing fall scenery. See
newsletter for details.
I recently had a conversation with two of our
Special Works and Tools (SWAT) team lead
members, David Adair and Tom Irwin. If you
are having a problem with your Model A and
need some advice or help troubleshooting the
issue, you can give a SWAT team member a
call. The contact information can be found in
your Resource Handbook. They can help you
diagnose the problem, and come up with a
plan to resolve the issue. They prioritize the
issues, with brakes first, steering second, engine third. If the issue is limited in time or
scope, it is possible that they will show you
how to repair it right on the spot. If the
repair is larger in scope, then it may be
necessary to hire a local repair service pro- michaehaight@frontier.com
vider. A list of providers are shown in the
Resource Handbook. We are fortunate to
have several SWAT Team members.

Meet New Members:
Penny & Michael Haight
31718 SE Lusted Rd
Gresham, OR 97080
503-663-3263 (h)
503-758-4385 (c)
Greet them when you
see them - welcome to
Beaver Chapter.
1931 Standard Coupe

The Past Presidents Tour was a success touring the Sisters area to include the Metolius
River, and spectacular views. The food was
good, the entertainment provided by Stan
Symank, Ray Horton, and Andrew Jackman
was enjoyed by all. We had a flat tire, points
needing adjustment, which Stan took care of
in 5 minutes on another member’s car and
two cars went home on trailers. We owe Ray
Horton a big thank you for all the planning
that went into making this event a success.
Let’s keep those Model A’s running and enjoy
the crisp fall air and falling maple leaves
before we put our cars away.
Richard Starkweather, President

We helped Mary Wohlgemuth celebrate her
birthday at the September club meeting.
Thanks Pam & Terry for bringing the refreshments.
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A DEAD BATTERY! ~by Tom Endy
A common occurrence: I t’s not uncommon for a Model A Ford to incur a dead battery, especially
those that are still operating on six volts. Model A’s are usually not driven daily and prolonged periods of sitting around tend to run the battery down. It is usually discovered when you climb in to go
somewhere. You push on the starter button, and nothing.
Modern inconvenience: W hat a lot of M odel A hobbyist m ay not understand is that w e
the modern day owners may be contributing to this phenomenon. In a modern car when you switch
off the ignition it shuts off all the electrical systems in the car, except maybe for the digital clock. In
a Model A Ford when you switch off the ignition, at least the original pop out type, all you are
switching off is the power that goes to the ignition points. That may have been fine in Henry’s day,
but stop and think about what a lot of us have done to the Model A Ford to improve on Henry’s
design.
The cutout: The cutout used w ith the generator disconnects the battery from the generator whenever the engine is shut down. Without it the battery would discharge itself through the generator and you would have a dead battery. The cutout has a simple set of contacts that are either
open or closed. The problem with the cutout is that the contacts can sometimes become welded shut
over a period of time and not open, thus draining the battery when the car is parked. This is highly
likely with the poor reproduction cutouts that are on the market. Modern day advancements in electronics provided the world with the diode. The diode is like a switch (sort of) in that it has a high
resistance to current in one direction and a low resistance in the other. The low resistance path
allows the generator to flow current to the battery to charge it. The high resistance path is supposed
to not allow the battery to drain itself through the generator. An abundance of diode mod kits are
made available at all the Model A hobby stores. The cutout contacts are replaced with the diode
(hopefully in the right polarity) and welded contacts are a thing of the past. However, that high
resistance direction is still allowing a small amount of current to flow out of the battery through the
generator to ground. The amount of current is minute, in the milliamps, but over time it draws the
battery down. Turning the ignition key off does not shut the circuit off. Only removal of the fuse on
top of the starter (if one is installed) will open the circuit and prevent the drain.
The alternator: Another m odern convenience seen on m any M odel A ’s today is the alternator. It is much more efficient than the old fashioned generator. You can buy them in either six volt or
twelve volt. In fact you can even buy a six-volt positive ground alternator. However, the alternator
has six diodes in it and the high resistance path will eventually drain the battery. This arrangement is
also not switched off with the ignition key and it sits there and draws a small amount of current from
the battery.
A failed alternator: I t is also possible to have an alternator that from all appearances is
working fine. You start the car up and the ammeter shows it is charging. However, you can have one
or more diodes that are partially shorted. With this situation the current drain from the battery is
considerably more and in just a day or so the battery is dead.
Good advice: W henever you park your car for the night or any other ex tended period of
time, pull the fuse out of the holder and stand it on its head in one end of the holder. This way
everything except the starter switch is disconnected from the battery and there is no chance that a
sneaky diode will ultimately cause you to have a dead battery.
BEAVER TALES
They were driving their ‘29
From the
Retard and advance
Everything was going just fine
Not a second glance
Past
Then a tire went flat
And now every day
Presidents A flat spare too, oh drat
We drive our Model A
Tour:
They’re in the Bucket of Bolts line
Glad we took the chance
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1931 Model A Era Fashions

~by Jeanie Adair

This group of ladies dresses are from an era magazine from December 1931, so late ‘31. Details
that indicate they are 1931 are the belt at the waistline, longer length - way below the knees and
flared or bias style skirts on the dresses. These would be daytime dresses a woman would wear to
go shopping in or have lunch out. The model second from the right is wearing a more casual pair
of shoes with a low heel so she might be attending a sporting event or spending a day in the country. Now look at the headgear. These hats are very typical of the year. They are all off the face.
The hat second from the left is a Empress Eugenie hat which flips up on her left side.

Be an encourager, the world has enough critics already.
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September 1, 2016 Beaver Chapter Board Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Richard Starkweather. Present: Richard, Ray Horton,
Jim Van Lente, Ted Downs, Jeanie Adair, Pat and Dale Fiedler, and Mike Worthington. Absent:
Amanda Uthe due to a family emergency. Guests: Dick Thornes, David Adair, Bonnie Starkweather,
Rick Simpson, Karl Murphy and Sharon Yates.
Swap Meet: Dick Thornes reported that we haven’t received our money. He will be asking about
payment at the meeting next week.
Our 2016 budget was reviewed. Some line items are over budget. We did add an event this year
and we have had more attendees on the tours than predicted adding to the costs. We are pleased
with the enthusiasm for our tours and events and do not wish to discourage anyone from planning
or participating due to budget restraints. Ray suggested that we judge our expenditures relative to
club members’ benefits.
Tours: Mike shared the 2016 Tour and Event Schedule showing monies already spent. He will purchase 3 - $25 gift certificates for the November tour from our three member vendors.
Jim Van Lente reported that the tool trailer is being stored at Pam McClafin’s home in Sandy. She
can bring any requested tools to our monthly general meeting.
Jeanie reported that she will be including the membership application in the October newsletter.
Membership: Dale reported that we have lost 5 members but we have gained 4 couples and 4 individuals increasing our membership. We have 4 members who have achieved honorary status. It
was approved by the Board to give free membership (effective in 2017) to these people who have
been members for 20 years. They will be introduced at our Annual Meeting in January. Dale
shared the contents of our Membership Packet which he gives to new members at the general
meetings. Ray Horton suggested that Dale explain the contents of the Membership Packet and invite new people attending our meeting to join our club. All members should be encouraged to
reach out to new persons at our meetings.
Anne Humble will be putting the updated Membership Application on our website.
BEAVER BABES: Jeanie reported on the upcoming Beaver Babes events. The September event
celebrating International Model A Day will include guys and gals. Details can be found in the Newsletters and on the Website.
PAST PRESIDENT’S TOUR: Ray reported that the tour is all in place and we have 29 people participating. We are approximately $300 over budget. Chris Irwin will be bringing treats and Ted Downs
will supply non-alcoholic drinks for the evening socials. The hotel is providing a room for the social
at no charge. Ted Downs will take the emergency equipment for the tour.
CD STRATEGY – This topic will be discussed at a later meeting.
SOUND SYSTEM- Pat Fiedler asked that we consider buying a new sound system as the one we
currently use is inadequate. Ray Horton will contact Tom Popelka.

Mike shared a copy of the letter he sent to the MAFCA Board describing our Mentor Program and
Resource Handbook.
October is our Budget Meeting.
Ray reported that Mike and Amanda will be leaving the Board in 2017. Jim and Richard would prefer to step aside. Ted, Dale, Pat and Jeanie will remain on the Board.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM.
Respectfully submitted, Pat Fiedler - Secretary
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September 21, 2016 Beaver Chapter General Meeting Minutes
Richard Starkweather called the meeting to order at 7:30PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
The minutes of the August General Meeting were approved. Guests: Bill Henderson’s nephew,
Chuck Scott’s dad and Chris Riedener. New members were introduced: Michael and Penny
Haight owning a 1931 Std. Coupe and Lloyd and Leah Higgens owning a 1930 Cabriolet.
Ray Horton was recognized for his very successful Past President’s Tour to Sisters, Oregon. The
Bucket of Bolts was presented to Lloyd Dilbeck.
Pam announced that Mary is turning 98 on Friday. Sept. 23rd. She was presented with flowers and
a birthday cake. Name Tag Drawing ($25 prize) was won by Ron Whitworth.

Mike Worthington announced that we have had 10 local tours this year with 457 participants. He
passed around sign up sheets for the Covered Bridge Tour hosted by Patty and Tim Brost on Oct.
23rd and the Fall Countryside Tour being led by Dale Fiedler on Oct. 29th. More details in the
newsletter calendar.
Treasurer’s Report given by Amanda Uthe; Dale Fiedler reported that the annual membership
dues are coming up next month. Checks should be made payable to the Beaver Chapter; Jeanie
asked if you don’t receive your newsletter, please notify her and she can resend it.
Dick Thornes reported that he and Mike needed volunteers to compile the Swap Meet Duty
Packets. Mary Profit was not present to collect the Membership Drawing Award of $75.
Beaver Babes Oct. 8th – 11:30AM at Rocky’s Pizza in Battle Ground, WA. See monthly calendar.
Sunshine Report was read by Richard in Patty Brost’s absence.
Open Board Positions: Ray Horton reported that the open Board positions for 2017 are President, Vice President and Treasurer and Sergeant at Arms.
Ray Horton announced a tour to a retirement villa to share our cars with the elder residents.
Several members expressed interest in this event. PA System – Due to the high cost of a new
system we will try to make our current system work by using suggested adjustments.
Mystery Model A Part was not guessed. The Mystery Member was Patty Brost – Dixie Wyllie won.
The meeting was adjourned and Lynn Sondenna presented a seminar on the restoration of his
1930 Victoria.
Respectfully submitted by Pat Fiedler, Secretary
2017 Portland Swap Meet from Mike Worthington
The 2017 Portland Swap Meet will be held at the EXPO April 7, 8, and 9. The planning process for this year’s event starts on September 27 with the first Portland Swap Committee meeting. This committee is responsible for the planning and presentation of the
annual swap meet at the Expo. As one of six car club owners, the Beaver Chapter shares in the work, and in the rewards of this
event. Putting on an event of this size is a bit of a challenge, and there are a lot of moving parts. Each of the six sponsoring car
clubs are assigned about seventy, four hour, duty assignments. This might sound like a lot of duty assignments, but this only represents about two thirds of the required effort. The remaining duty slots are filled by swap meet committee members. As you might
guess we are always looking for additional committee members, and we have saved a spot for you. We also need some volunteer
support at the PSM office checking vendor forms and putting together the club duty packets. If you would like more information
on either of these options please give myself or Dick Thorns a call.
We will start the swap meet duty assignment process at the January or February general meeting. As we did last year, the sign up
boards will be color coded to show mobility requirements. Some tasks require a good bit of walking and not all of us are well suited for that assignment. Dick and I would like to thank you in advance for helping us to fill our assigned slots. Filling these duty
slots pretty much funds the club activities for the year.

The things you are passionate about are not random, they are your calling.
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PAST PRESIDENTS
TOUR TO SISTERS
September 14-16th
several Beaver Chapter members toured
south through the
valley, taking highway 22 east towards
Sisters, Or. We
stopped at Marion
Forks for lunch on

the deck, it was a pleasant setting
with a bubbling North Santiam River
in the background. As you can tell by
the photos the weather was beautiful
the whole trip.
When the “west side” members met the “east side” members, the Irwin’s were dealing with two flat
tires. It seemed they had a flat and when they got the spare it was also flat! A spare off Symank’s
car got them to a tire shop but they were not able to get a tube. They decided to go home, getting
their modern car, and later caught up with the tour. Those attending were: Ray & Carolyn Horton
(tour leaders), Lloyd & Darlene Dilbeck, Richard & Bonnie Starkweather, Andrew & JoAnn Jackman,
Stan & Lori Symank, Bruce & Bobbie Barnett, Gary Dexter, Lynn & Patty Sondenaa, Amanda, Bert &
Don Uthe, and in modern iron David & Jeanie Adair, Tom & Chris Irwin, Ted & Linda Downs, Norm
& Nancy Lindquist, Dale & Mary Corah, Lynn & Anne Humble, Jim & Adeane Patrick. Fred and Jeanette Kroon met us in Sublimity when we stopped for gas, and traveled on to the lunch stop to visit,
then went home. At the lunch stop was LeRoy & Paula Benham in their motorhome, they were
headed east to camp. (Past Presidents Tour continues on the next page…)

Outstanding people have one thing in common: an absolute sense of mission.
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After checking into our rooms, we
socialized in the Ponderosa Room
in the evenings.
The next morning we toured to
the head waters of the Metolius
River, the Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery then enjoyed lunch, outside
again, on the patio at Black Butte
with the mountains in the background. Gorgeous!
Dinner was on your own, but
many people ended up at the
same place.

Amanda was having trouble
with the transmission on her
car and had it hauled home.
Lloyd’s car had a hard time
going up the hills and on the
way home had to call AAA,
going home on a truck. Ray
Horton had some problem on
his way home also - he lost a
spark plug, found it, and he
made it home on his own.
That’s 4 out of 10 Model A’s
who encountered different
issues. You think these old
cars are getting tired or is it
the drivers?
Thanks Ray for a super tour!
More new Beaver Chapter Members: Lloyd & Leah Higgens, 3607 N E 119th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98682 360-256-7695 (h) 503-244-7695 (c) sneggihsl@aol.com
BEAVER CHAPTER PHOTO CONTEST RULES
1. Members photos only – no professional or photo shopped pictures please.
2. Your photos must include one or more Beaver Chapter Model A’s which
may or may not include people (club tours, parades or special occasions).
3. Photos may be black and white, sepia or color and must have been
taken this year.
4. 8 x 10” size only. The deadline is November 30th.
5. Photos will be displayed at the Christmas Potluck to be voted on by the
membership; then displayed at the Annual Banquet in January when the
winner will be awarded the $100 prize.
6. Mail your photos or hand them to the coordinator at the meeting before
the due date; put your name on the back side of the photo. Terry Findley is coordinator this year.
9

INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY TOUR I t w as a beautiful day to get out in your M odel A
and celebrate International Model A Day. After the east side group met up with the west side group
at Les Schwab in Newberg we headed out to Austin’s Vintage Car Museum in Newberg. Ken Austin
had some new additions since we had last visited including a 1903 Model A which was Henry Ford’s
first production car. When we finished oohing and awing over Ken’s car collection we headed over
to Lafayette for a little antique shopping at School House Antiques. By 12:15 we were getting
hungry so we made our way to the sleepy little town of Yamhill for lunch at Zippy’s Pizza. It was a
quaint 100 years old plus building with a beautiful bar dating back to the 1800’s. Bobbie Goldson
had commented that she has now found her new pizza place. Twelve Model A’s and two MI’s
enjoyed touring the back roads of Yamhill County.
Local Tour Update by Mike Worthington
Our 2016 local tour schedule is rapidly coming to an end. Despite a couple of weather challenges,
this year’s tour attendance has been quite good. With three tours yet to go, attendance is over
450! This year we tried several new things, varying the meeting location, adding destination topics,
and consistent tour notification. My thanks to Anne Humble who did a great job of maintaining the
event calendar on the club web site, and Jeanie Adair who consistently included pre-tour and posttour summaries in our impressive club newsletter. My task in all of this was to present the schedule, and keep track of attendance. The credit for this year’s success is due to the efforts of the tour
leaders who planned, and lead, the events. Thank you.
As my tenure comes to a close I would like to leave you with a couple of thoughts:
1. There are three remaining tours on this year’s schedule; two in October, and one in November.
Wither you drive a Model A, or a modern, everyone is welcome. Please come out and join us.
The tire ticket you get for attending the tour just might be the winning ticket in January.
2. The election of club officers will occur during our November meeting. Consider being next
year’s tour coordinator. If that seems a bit overwhelming perhaps you could plan and lead a
tour next year. New people have new ideas, and new ideas are why this club still exists after
over fifty years.
Sad News: Beaver Chapter has lost another m em ber. K ay Cavitt passed aw ay
August 23rd after battling cancer. Our thoughts and prayer go out to Ken and his family.
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FOR SALE:
A frame tow bar; 3 rear end assemblies; 3 sets of splash aprons; 6 19” tires; axle housings; wishbone pieces; bumper set painted; B water pump; ‘30 firewall; ‘30/early ‘31 gas tanks; engine tools;
torque wrench; V-8 oil filter; other miscellaneous; prices negotiable. Rich Simpson 503.267.6678
Two large Beaver Chapter Club Vests, call Ken Cavitt if you’re interested. 503.349.1014
Model A transmissions, clutch plate. Lynn Humble 503.558.8609
1933 1 1/2 ton truck, new paint, nice. $15,000 Jim Patrick 503.781.9534
1930 Radiator, cheap, re-cored by Macs, didn’t help, is worth the metal. $25 Michael Haight
503.663.3263
1929 Model A Sport Coupe; no rust, rebuild engine w/high compression B head; rebuilt steering box
from Snyders; new trunk; car cover, 6-volt alternator, original generator included; interior complete
but used; good paint & bright work w/o dents; top complete & in good shape. $14,500 Also 1928
Chevrolet speedster, not running. $3,500. Mike Hatley 503.789.5596
WANTED:
1928/29 Model A radiator in good shape. Marshmans 503.572.6906
Need a good engine block for ‘29 Tudor. John Reese, email johnreesej@gmail.com

Don’t push a loyal person to the point where they no longer care.
Please Note: Chuck Scott has a new em ail address: Chuck .Scotts.em ail@gm ail.com

Beaver Chapters Club Tool Trailer: I t has been m ove - it is now located at Pam and Terry’s.
You can call either of them to arrange to pick up a part to check out for use, or ask them to bring a
tool to the club meeting for you. This is just another benefit for club members. The list of available
tools is in the back of your membership roster and also on the website at Shutterfly.
Here are two
Mystery
Members for
you to submit
your guesses at
the meeting.
Remember, one
guess per
member for each
photo.
First correct
answer drawn
will be the
winners.
11

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Thursday, October 6th, Beaver Chapter Board Meeting, 7PM at Bob’s Red
Mill Boardroom, 13521 SE Pheasant Ct. Milwaukie, OR.
The Beaver Babes have been invited to join the Lava Ladies
from the Volcano A's for a "Babes In Need Luncheon" it will be held on
October 8th at 11:45 at Rocky's Pizza. The address is 1901 W. Main,
Battleground, WA. We are asked to bring unwrapped clothing items for
babies under 2 years of age. Rocky's has a great all you can eat salad bar
with pizza included for $8.75 or unlimited salad bar only for $6.99.
Please let Pam McClaflin know if you plan to attend. Phone 503-668-7102
or email pammac31@gmail.com
Wednesday, October 19th 7:30PM Beaver Chapter Membership Meeting at 15711 SE 90th, Clackamas, OR. Nominations for 2017 Board Members begins, please consider serving.
Sunday, October 23rd, Beaver Chapter Covered Bridge Tour - Yes this is a Sunday tour!
Meet at the Oregon City Shopping Center behind Shari’s at 9:30AM for a 10AM departure. West side
people can meet us at Top of the Hill about 10:30AM. The first covered bridge will be the Gallon
House, then lunch will be at the General Store in Macleay. We will continue on to see more bridges.
About 3:30-4PM we’ll stop in Stayton for ice cream at the Dairy Queen. Everyone is welcome to
leave for home from there choosing their own routes. Sign up for this tour at the meeting so we
have a head count for the lunch. We’ll have maps for everyone. Patty and Tim Brost are leaders.
Club Fall Tour Saturday, October 29th - Meet at 9:30 for 10AM departure from the Oregon City
Shopping Center behind Shari’s. This is a repeat tour lead by Ray Horton last year. It is designed to
be in two parts separated by lunch at the Clarke’s General Store and Café on Beavercreek Road.
You are welcome to go on all or part of the tour.
Looking ahead: Beaver Babes Christm as Tea w ill be at the sam e
location in Newberg on Friday, December 2nd. If you haven’t attended
before plan to join us, it’s a wonderful event and the hostess will have
her Christmas decorations up. Sign up with Lori Symank by phone or at
the meetings.
We are looking for club
members to serve on the
board - can you do that?
CORRECTION TO THE CORRECTION!
Last month I listed an information change for the
Kroons and I got their address wrong. Their correct
address is: 632 N 19th Ave., Stayton, Or 97383
DUES ARE DUE!

Ed Schroeder
David Downs
Bruce Hull
David Adair
David Phillips
Remember to vote and send in
your MAFCA ballot prior to October David Caseday
Paula Benham
15th. Mail it with your renewal.
You can also renew on line now! Thomas Spence
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1st
2nd
3rd
6th
21st
21st
23rd
24th

