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As  Model A owners we sometimes want to add extras that 

require electrical wiring. However, we do not want it to 

detract from the original style wiring. This article will provide 

information on how to make terminal connections look 

professional and semi-authentic.

First, one must start with the authentic cloth covered wire 

(Fig.1) so that it will look correct. Bulk wire can be purchased 

or an old wiring harness can be used providing the cloth is not 

dry rotted or oil soaked. The internal wire cannot have been 

over heated, color and corrosion will tell that tale. Next you 

need to select the style of end terminal to be used (Fig. 2). Use 

a professional wire crimping tool (Fig. 3) that has the wide 

heavy duty jaws (Fig. 4).  This style of crimper was introduced 

to me by Corley Wooldridge of the Volcano A’s many years 

ago. Corley is retired from the electronics industry. When this 

style of crimper is used the terminal will not pull off, you will 

break the wire fi rst. No soldering is necessary which speeds 

up the wiring job.

If the terminal has a plastic insulator simply remove it by using 

pliers (Fig. 5).  Next, strip the wire to the correct length (Fig.6).  

Place a small piece of black heat shrink tubing onto the wire 

several inches back from the terminal (Fig. 7), and then place 

the terminal onto the wire and crimp. Move the heat shrink 

tubing up to cover the crimped part of the terminal and use a 

heat gun to shrink the tubing tight (Fig. 8) onto the terminal 

and wire. Now you have a professional semi-authentic wire 

connection that will not detract from the Model A era (Fig. 9).
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