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BEAVER CHAPTER PORTLAND, OREGON 

The Beaver Chapter is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to the restoration and preservation of the Model A Ford 
automobile. Membership is open to all people with a    
sincere interest. Members will be asked to volunteer  a 
minimum of three hours annually to fill the club duty   
roster of the Portland Swap Meet. 

The Beaver Chapter memberships commence on January 
1st or on the date paid and expires on December 31st.      
A $5.00 late fee charged after January 1st for renewals. 

New memberships received after July 1st are valid for the following year. Beaver Chapter dues are 
$10.00 for a member plus $1.00 for a spouse member.                                                                      
Make check payable to Beaver Chapter, submit membership application to the      
Membership Coordinator at the meetings or send them to Dale Fiedler, PO Box 428 
Sandy, OR 97055.                                                                                                                               
By-laws Article III, Section 2 states: “Membership in the national club (MAFCA) shall be a        
prerequisite for all active members of the Beaver Chapter.”                                                    
MAFCA dues are $50.00. Mail to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress Ave., La Habra, CA 90631. 

CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2018                                      
President: Chris Irwin  503.538.5227                                            
Vice President: Barbara Henderson 503.657.1890 
Secretary: Patricia Fiedler 503.407.6163             
Treasurer: Ron Forehand 971.207.1516                         
Member at Large: Ted Downs 503.657.7364              
Editor: Jeanie Adair 503.655.3189                                      
Membership Coordinator: Dale Fiedler 503.407.5628        
Sergeant at Arms: Mike Popiel  503.632.7383                               
Past President: Richard Starkweather 503.327.1252                         

CLUB REPRESENTATIVES FOR 2018                                                                                   
NW Regional Group Reps: David Adair and Pam McClaflin; Portland Swap Meet: Mike Worthington 
and Debbie Dutton; Historian: Lloyd Dilbeck; Sunshine: Brenda Caseday; Raffle Prizes: Lori Sy-
mank;  Refreshments: Mary McConnell; MAFCA Chapter News: Ray Horton. 

Articles and contributions for the newsletter is encouraged and will be used as space and time 
permits. The deadline is weekend following the meeting unless announced otherwise. 
Correspondence should be sent directly to the Editor: jadadaja@msn.com or mailed to 895 Hazel-
wood Dr. Oregon City, OR 97045. Other newsletters may reprint article as long as  credit is given 
to the author and The Ahoooga News. 

Beaver Chapter Web Site: http://beaverchapter.shutterfly.com 

REFRESHMENT HOSTS: June - Lloyd & Darleen Dilbeck ; July - Nurry Scott; August - Barbara & 
Ron Whitworth; September - JoAnn & Andrew Jackman; October - NEED A VOLUNTEER;       
November - Pie Night, everyone bring a pie to share - Cathy Smiley & Chris Irwin in the kitchen. 

IF WE DON’T GET VOLUNTEERS TO HOST REFRESHMENTS WE WON’T HAVE ANY! 
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JUNE TOUR 

You are invited as a club to attend the 9th 
annual Flying Eagle A’s car show June 
16th. Information is on the flyer below. 
This is a grass roots event that has attract-
ed many cars and viewers. The host club  
will line up our Beaver Chapter cars with 
theirs for a nice display of our hobby. 
Come and enjoy a day with your brother 
chapter from Vancouver. Bring your lawn 
chairs. Contact Michael Haight for more  
info 503.663.3263. 

Presidents Column 

Our fun summer car, a 1930 Deluxe Roadster, has 
had this problem for the past year or so.  Every time 
we take it out it seems to overheat, spitting water out 
the radiator cap all over the hood and windshield.  
Finally figured out that there was a crack in the block 
and time for a new short block.  So I decided it was 
time I learned a little about the mechanics of these 
Model A’s.  After all, years ago I did take this little 
questioner test that is supposed to tell you your   
personality and what you are most apt to do. Well, 
believe it or not, mine came back that I was suited to 
be a heavy equipment operator/mechanic.  This    
obviously came as a big surprise to me along with 
most everyone else that knew me.   

Since this block change was going to be a big project, 
Tom was going to try and part some of his 
knowledge onto me.  I did get the lecture and some-
what of a demo on rebuilding a distributor but no 
hands on for this one.  The next project was pulling 
the head.  And many thanks to David Adair for    
lending Tom his head puller.  In case you have never 
used one, what a great tool that was.  My next chore 
was setting the ignition timing.  This was about as far 
as I got for this job but as you know there is always 
never ending jobs to be able to keep these old guys 
on the road.  I really didn’t mind the grease and grim 
of working on the Model A, but can’t help but think 
that I just might be more suited to cleaning, polish-
ing, doing windows, etc. And I think I have my    
husband beat in those areas.   

Chris Irwin, President 

Today a man knocked on my door and asked for  
a donation towards the local swimming pool,                

so I gave him a glass of water. 

 

Please welcome our newest members:  

                                                             
Rich & Penny Murphy                                          
2201 NW Nut Tree Lane                                         
McMinnville, OR 97128                        
flathead1928@aol.com                                                 
503.472.31742 &                               
971.241.0973                             

Please add them                                                   
to your club roster. 
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Converting Ford Cutout to Solid State 

1. File or grind off spot welds on bottom plate of the cutout (2 or 3 of them). 

2. Turn cutout upside down in a piece of 2” pipe and drive the cover off. 

3. Remove four (4) 6-32 screws in the sides of the coil bracket (not from the bottom).                        
See figure 1.  

4. Unsolder the large coil from the small bracket and the small wire from the base. 

5. With a hacksaw, cut off one side of the coil bracket and continue to cut through the base of the 
coil and its core. See Figure 2. 

6. In the remaining side of the bracket, drill a hole starting with a 1/4” bit and work up to 1/2”. 
This is so the hole will be round. See Figure 2. 

7. At this point, the cover and base may be cad plated with no ill effects t the insulators. Before 
plating, degrease and lightly sandblast or wire brush the metal to remove rust. 

8. To install the diode, set it in the hole and press it in using a 7/16” or 1/2” deep socket or a tool 
designed for installing diodes. Use a 5/8” socket to support the bracket under the diode. 

9. Bend the diode lead over and solder it to the small bracket. See Figure 3. 

10. Reinstall the cover (B to battery terminal) solder at seal.  

Figure 1 

 

Figure 2 

 

Figure 3 

www.mafca.com/downloads/solid_state_cutout.pdf  January 1972  

 Things to Think About on the Model A ~ from the SCRIPT A NEWS 

1. The Model A engine will run cooler at higher speeds and it will heat up more at lower speeds. 

This is due to air flow thru the radiator. 

2. The engine pans were stock on the Model A. They fit between the engine and frame. Their 

main purpose is to reduce air turbulence under the hood, promoting better cooling. They were 

also used to prevent dirt, water and mud from reaching the distributor and carburetor. 

3. Did you know you are supposed to oil the starting crank bearing? Access is through the crank 

hole cover. The purpose is to lubricate the front spring and reduce the possibility of squeaks 

between the cross member and spring. 

4. Spark plugs that have a dirty, oily, greasy build-up on the porcelain can allow current leakage. 

This will cut down the spark to the plugs. So, keep the spark plugs clean. 

5. The coil body and distributor body and cap can develop carbon blow outs. They will look like 

pencil lines. This is a short and the pencil looking line is where the current travels. It is due to 

a loose wire or dirt build-up on the item. So, check these parts and keep them clean. 
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1929 McCalls fashion page Important new arrivals from Paris. 

 

 

Important New                    

Arrivals From                    

Paris 

Model A fashion from a 1929 McCalls  
magazine follows the trend of the previ-
ous year with the waistline emphasis 
down around the hipline - note where 
the beltline is. Other similarities are the 
skirt lengths are below the knees; and 
the sleeves are all long. 

The first dress on the left features a 
large collar and bow at the V neckline.        
The skirt front has an interesting geo-
metric seaming. 

The green floral print in the center has an-
other V neckline with a softer loose bow; 
another bow knots at the front belted 
hipline.  The sleeves have an added ruffle 
on the lower edges. The skirt has applied 
bias cut panels all over the lower part. It 
would be a fun, and comfortable, dress to 
wear. 

The print dress on the right shows a square 
neckline. An added floating panel on her left 
shoulder drops to the beltline. The skirt also 
has an added shorter layer that repeats the 
flowing line from shoulder to hem of the 
dress. 

The models are topped off with complimen-
tary hats that coordinate with their dresses. 
The two to the right are straw hats with 
large brims and the other is a cloche hat 
with the front turned up.       ~ Jeanie Adair 

If you want to be successful,                       
it’s just this simple:                                        

Know what you are doing. 

Love what you are doing.  

And believe in what you are doing.                                                     
~ Will Rogers 
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It looks like some of our 
club members weren’t the 
only ones who have made 
the trek to Mt Baker over 
the years. I wonder what 
the roads were like way 
back then…  I found this 
photo on the internet.   

Rusty Model A                          
of the Month                                                         
This 1930 Coupe looks                
like it needs some TLC! 

Please 
make this 
correction 
to your  
roster:  
New   
member 
from last 
months newsletter -                   
Tim and Beatrice Robison’s address 
should be:  22280 SW 103rd Ave, 
Tualatin. Sorry about that! 

 Lavender Festival Tour 

We have all seen lavender advertised at farm stands along the road.  This is our chance to learn 
about this versatile local product.  Come join us on June 23rd for a short drive to Eagle Creek Laven-
der Farm.  As part of the annual lavender celebration you will see how it is grown and processed.  
There will be live music, vendor booths, live alpacas, an array of food (honey lavender chicken), 
lavender lemonade, and lavender ice cream, u-cut lavender and lavender products available for 
sale.  Lavender seems to find its way into a large number of 
products, some expected, and some a bit of a surprise.  
Come be surprised.  If you drive your Model A, parking will 
be along the Clackamas River—modern cars in a nearby 
grassy field.  There will be no entrance fee for Beaver  
Chapter members 

Meet at the Oregon City shopping center at 10:00 AM and 
depart at 10:30 AM on Saturday 23 June.  This is a family 
day event and everyone is welcome regardless of your 
choice of vehicle.   
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May Tour  

The tour was a nice drive south to Mt. Angel to see 
the Abbey. We saw the church, museum and their 
library. The church was lovely inside. One of the 
organs, played on Sunday’s, had 2,418 pipes.  

The library is housed 
in a world renowned 

building designed  
by the famous   

Finnish architect, 
Alvar Aalto.            

It was designed to 
take advantage of 
the natural light.      

It was a very  
peaceful place. 

There were about 30 people 
on the tour, 16 Model A’s and 
a couple modern irons.  

After the tour, we traveled to 
Woodburn to have pizza for 
lunch, where else but at    
Abby’s Pizza! How fitting was 
that! 

Thank you Bill and Barbara 
Henderson for planning and 
leading the tour. It was a 
gray day, but pleasant. 
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Beaver Chapter May Board Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM by Chris Irwin.   

Ron Forehand gave the Treasurer’s Report and Chris gave Ron a copy of our tax return for his files.   

Barbara Henderson reported on the April Tulip Festival Tour and distributed a list of all the 2018 
tours to the board members.  

Mike Worthington reported that the 2018 Swap Meet had a revenue shortfall and a large increase in 
expenses. The Swap Meet committee is reviewing these challenges and seeking solutions.  Mike was 
given a box of Swap Meet merchandise to be distributed by our club as we see fit. 

Mike Popiel reserved the VFW Bldg. for our 2018 Christmas Potluck.  The cost of the rental is $100.  
Mike will find out the cost of hiring a cook and a bartender for the event.   

Jeanie Adair reported that the 4th of July Breakfast information will be included in June’s newsletter. 

We will not have the July Board meeting after the 4th of July breakfast this year.  The July Board 
meeting will be at the regular time before our July General Meeting. 

The Board agreed that having greeters at the meeting is a good idea.  Chris will ask for 2 volun-
teers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Fiedler, Secretary 

BEAVER CHAPTER BY-LAWS & POLICIES REVISIONS 2018 

The Board of Directors has reviewed the By-Laws and Policies of the Beaver Chapter and made a 
few revisions.  They are detailed below and will appear in the May and June newsletters to be vot-
ed on at the June general meeting.                                                                                                     
Page 31, Section 6.  Member-at-Large.                                                                                             
He/she will be responsible for the new membership packets. (delete)                                                
Page 31, Section 9.  Membership Coordinator (addition)                                                             
He/she will be responsible for the new membership packets.                                                           
Guidelines, Policies and Procedures                                                                                
Page 37 – Contingency Fund Savings (eliminate section)                                                        
Purpose:  Savings for club operations                                                                                                         
Policy:  The Beaver Chapter shall maintain a contingency fund to be used for normal operation ex-
penses, should the Portland Swap Meet funds not be sufficient.  Ten percent(10%) of the net in-
come from this source should be added to the fund each year.  To calculate the amount to add 
each year:  take the total income received from the event and subtract the cost to remain the Port-
land Swap Meet = Net income.                                                                                                                      
Ten percent of the net income is to be added to the contingency fund.  These funds are to remain 
separate from normal spending funds of the club.                                                                               
The total contingency fund and any uses from the fund will be reviewed each year when the annual 
budget is presented to the general membership.                                                                                      
Page 37/38 – Date of Dues                                                                                                     
MAFCA dues for new members will be paid directly to the Treasurer, who will then forward the 
MAFCA dues and application on to MAFCA.  (addition shown in red) 

Some people, no matter how old they get, never lose their beauty -                                        
they merely move it from their faces into their hearts. 
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Beaver Chapter May Membership Meeting Minutes 

Chris Irwin called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Rich Simp-
son. 

The April minutes were approved. 

Guests:  The Adair’s granddaughter, Ailee, who attends school in Louisiana was introduced. Ray-
burn’s son, Abe Mitchell, was also recognized.   

Chris welcomed back our “snowbirds” and thanked Dixie and J Wyllie for bringing our refreshments 
and Ted Downs for bringing our beverages. 

SWAP MEET – Debbie Dutton reported that the Board is now meeting monthly to address and solve 
the challenges for the next Swap Meet.  She presented the first check from the Swap Meet.  The 
balance will be received in September. 

NAME TAG DRAWING was won by Jennie Ryan. 

GOTS AND WANTS LIST was circulated at the meeting. 

TREASURER’S REPORT was given by Ron Forehand.  Bill Jabs mentioned that Wells Fargo is now 
giving 2% interest on a 13 month CD.  Ron will research obtaining higher interest rates for our CD’s. 

TOURS:  Barbara and Bill Henderson reported that the May 19th Tour to Mt. Angel Abbey will meet 
at the Oregon City Shopping Center at 9:15 and leave at 9:30AM.  Mike Haight invited our club to 
the Car Show sponsored by the Flying Eagle A’s Club on June 16th.  Please meet at the Safeway 
parking lot at Jantzen Beach at 9:30AM.  Bill Jabs is hosting the Lavender Festival tour on June 23rd.  
Please meet at the Oregon City Shopping Center at 10:30. There will be no entrance fee for Model A 
members.  For more tour details please refer to the newsletter.   

Terry Findley received 3 boxes of fire extinguishers from a club in Quincy, California to be distribut-
ed to our membership. 

Pam McClaflin is hosting a Beaver Babes event on May 24th.  She is sending around a signup sheet 
and will contact those interested with further details. 

MEMBERSHIP DRAWING not awarded. 

The seminar tonight is by Tom Irwin “Working on your Engine”. 

Andrew Jackman knew the Mystery Part, a windshield wingnut. Chris Irwin was the Mystery Member 
but no one guessed it. 

The RAFFLE was conducted by Lori Symank 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Fiedler, Secretary 

Tiny Tip 

Castle Nuts and Cotter Pins 

The example is a rear motor mount bolt, but this will work 
on any bolt where it is difficult to see the cotter pin hole 
with the castle nut installed.  Scribe a line across the end 
of the bolt before assembly to help “line up” the castle nut 
for that darn #%$@^&* cotter pin.                                       

By Dave Westenberger, Colonial Virginia Model A Club 
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The Family Model A  ~The Grease Pit Poet 

Now, the first thing I recall isn’t teddy bear or ball.              
But I seem to see a little boy at play.                                
With car parts on the ground and my father’s muttered sound    
From underneath the family Model A. 

I remember I was ten when he tore her down again.                     
And I saw her inner secrets on display.                                          
And later, at his side, I could sense my father’s pride                             
In the crackle of our family Model A. 

But I was soon to learn, it was my time for a turn,                              
And my father passed the tools to where I lay.                                  
And tried to hide his grin, when I’d lose a hunk of skin                       
To the ego of the family Model A.                                                    

But I’ve had a pleasant life, now, with children and a wife.                
Successful, in a somewhat modest way.                                        
And no longer need I toil in the grimy grease and oil                             
With the innards of the family Model A.                                           

But, my friends, do not rejoice, for I never had a choice.                      
And I towed one home, behind me, yesterday.                                                   
For there’s a little lad, who will need to know his dad,                    
And there’s nothing like the family Model A.   

Taken from Model A Miseries and Cures by Mary Moline                    
Borrowed from the Inland Empire newsletter              

Lousy Limericks Through                 
The Years 

Leif Spring’s     
limericks were a 
regular contribu-
tion to the clubs’ 
newsletter for 
many years. 
There  was much  speculation to the 
identity of who Leif Spring was.         

The first limerick appeared in the 
Ahoooga News in 1972. The Editor 
would receive them in the mail in a 
plain envelope, usually with a Port-
land cancelation stamp. The limerick 
was scribbled, like the author was 
trying to conceal his handwriting, on 
a page of a lined stenographers pad. 

This is one of the early ones:                    
A lady Ford owner named Carol                   
Liked to play stud for apparel                       
But her opponents straight flush                   
Brought a maidenly blush                           
And a hasty trip home in a barrel                 
November 1972 

If a club member had car trouble or 
did something noteworthy or embar-
rassing, good old Leif was sure to 
write a limerick about it! Many of us 
have been the subject over the 
years - it was almost like an honor! 

They continued until 2013, about the 
same time as Pat Brost’s passing. 
We suspected he was the author, 
and Tex Lindquist later confirmed it. 

Anyway, one of the things that was 
passed on from the Brost estate is a 
bundle of “Lousy Limericks” by Leif 
Spring. Rather than me stashing 
them away, long forgotten, I 
thought those of you who are inter-
ested, or were the brunt of Leif’s  
humor would enjoy having some of 
the original copies. I will bring them 
to the June club meeting and they 
will be available for Beaver Chapter 

members to take.        ~Jeanie 1928 Model A ad 
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Some things to think about -   

· Before they invented drawing boards, what did they go back to?                                                                                                                             

· Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery?   

· How do I set my laser printer on stun? 

· How is it possible to have a civil war?  

· If all the world is a stage, where is the audience sitting? 

· If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 

· If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest have to drown too? 

· If the #2 pencil is the most popular, why is it still #2? 

· If work is so terrific, how come they have to pay you to do it? 

· If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done? 

· Why is the alphabet in that order? Is it because of that song? 

· Where are we going? And what’s with this handbasket? 

· If the black box flight recorder is never damaged during a plane crash, why isn’t the whole 
plane made out of the stuff? 

· Why is there an expiration date on sour cream? 

· If most car accidents occur within five miles of home, why doesn’t everyone just move 10 
miles away? 

Mystery Model A Part                    
Submit your guess at 
the club meeting, first 
correct guess drawn will 
win a gift card. 

The modern                         

fountain of youth                                

is the soda fountain. 

 

Photo is of a gas                         
station located in                         
Texas dated 1930.                 
The clothing looks                
like that would be    
about right.                                
It also looks windy!                 



12 

EVENTS THIS MONTH: 

Wednesday, June 20th, Beaver 
Chapter Board Meeting 6PM 
at Clackamas Community Center, 
15711 SE 90th, Clackamas OR 
97015. On the same evening is 
the Beaver Chapter Member-
ship Meeting. Social and re-
freshments at 7PM followed by 
the business meeting at 7:30PM. 

Lori Symank             4th           
Jeanie Adair             5th                                                            

Yvonne Boring          5th     
Amanda Uthe           7th             
Dale Witkowski        12th        
Cheryl Witkowski     12th                             
Sharon Fancher       18th    
Tom Popelka           19th                             
Adeane Patrick        20th     
Richard Pargman     20th     
Robert Jones           23rd          
Ray McNamee         23rd        
Russ Smith             27th           

Pacific NW Model A Picnic  will be hosted by Rod Rice again this 
year, June 9th, 1354 Pleasant Valley Rd, Chehalis, WA. On your own. 

Beaver Chapter June Tour will be to the Flying Eagles Car Show, 
June 16th, 2711 NE Andresen Rd., Vancouver WA 98661. Meet at the 
Safeway at Hayden Island for a 9:15AM departure. We will have   
special parking with their club cars. See flyer on page 3.                                                     
Let’s join them for a “Blast From the Past” fun filled day. 

Sunday, June 17th, Salem Swap Meet sponsored by Willamette  
Valley A’s at Chemeketa College, 7AM-2PM. Free admission. 

Saturday, June 23rd Lavender Festival, meet at 10AM at the Ore-
gon City Shopping Center to tour as a group to Jab’s for the festival. 
When you arrive you will have special parking along the river.        
Enjoy the day with live music, food, vendors and all things lavender!  
Mike Worthington is tour leader. More info on page 6. 

BEAVER       
CHAPTER       
PANCAKE 

BREAK-
FAST                        

 

 

You may think I’m 
rushing the notice 
about the 4th of July 
Pancake Breakfast, but 
actually I need to let 
you know that the 
Ahoooga News  for July 
will be later than usual 
due to uncontrollable             
circumstances. You 
may not receive your 
July newsletter before 
July 4th.  So if you plan 
to attend the Pancake 
Breakfast put it on your 
calendar NOW! It will 
be at Schurman’s at 
23100 NE 10th, Ridge-
field, WA 98624.  
Breakfast 9AM till the 
pancakes are gone! 

FOR SALE:                                                                                               
Tudor “basement”. This has two 9” x 14” x 10” compartments that mount 
under the rear floorboards. It gives you room to store parts, tools, or val-
uables. You will need to modify your floorboards and will not work if you 
have a Mitchell Overdrive. New, still in the box $100. Terry Findley 
503.784.3384 

Ford pickup 4-speed top loader overdrive transmission and AA bell hous-
ing for Model A conversion $500. Bill Jabs 971.235.3804 

5-21” tires, rear backing plates  and complete hub assembly both sides.                 
Make  offer. Mike Popiel 503.632.7383 

1931 Model A Coupe, 5,483 miles, Oregon historical plates, $20,000.                    
John Truscelli 530.417.2661 Lebanon 

1930 Coupe, Kelsey Hayes wheels, Weber carburetor, 4 speed transmis-
sion,  high compression  head, $18,750. Jim Patrick 503.781.9534 


